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You may not realise this, but the 555 timer 
IC has been in existence for over 30 years. 
The chip was originally manufactured by 
Signetics. In the first three months following 
its introduction (1972) over half a million 
of them were sold. Moreover, it has stayed 
successful: since that time the 555 has 
been the most popular IC sold every year! 
Nowadays it makes sense to use the 
CMOS version of this IC, since it con- 
sumes significantly less power. 

Virtually everything regarding the 555 


can be found at www.schematica.com/ 
555 Timer design/555.htm. A program 


can be downloaded from this site, which 
easily calculates the values for the R-C 
components. The program is suitable for 
both the astable and bistable modes. The 
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is chosen for C1, the resistors change 
automatically. 


‘adjust’ buttons are used to switch 
between the single 555 and the double 


version (the 556). When a different value (044020-1) 


